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the weakness of human nature, tolerated the outward
and visible signs of various beliefs, especially that of the
Zoroastrian, who made the glorious lamp of heaven,
the sun, the visible object of his adoration. While he dis-
carded ritual, he approved of abstinence and meditation ;
and while he claimed to be the Caliph of his own re-
ligion, he never pretended to the position of a prophet
Under his sway the bonds of Islam were greatly relaxed,
and the use of wine was allowed, and the wearing of
beards discouraged.
To the Hindus he permitted the liberty which he
preached, but he allowed Hindu widows to marry a
second time, discouraged Satf, and forbade marriage
before the age of puberty. He thus anticipated the
chief measures of reform adopted long after his day by
" the alien race from out the sunset," under whose rule
were neither
1' Seen nor heard
Fires of Satf, nor wail of baby wife
Or Indian widow."
Akbar's prohibition of infant marriage was a plank in
the platform of the Age of Consent party two years ago,
but the Mughals were not upon the whole so successful
in their treatment of the Hindus as to make the precedent
a happy one upon which to rely. He employed Hindus
equally with Muhammadans in the administration, and
abolished the capitation tax, the pilgrim impost, and the
custom of making slaves of prisoners of war.
The Padshah's innovations in the field of religion, and
perhaps not less his encouragement of Hindus and im-
partial attitude towards conquerors and conquered, pro-
voked discontent among the orthodox Muslims and the
Mollahs, fertile source in all times of political intrigue ;
but by fmnness and clemency he overcame all such